the ones approached when others
realize they need psychological help.
So it becomes very important, in
order to be supportive of veterans
and their families, that both clergy
and lay leaders know what signs

to look for, as well as what and
where support resources exist. CBF
congregations must position them-
selves through the establishment of
Military Ministries to build aware-
ness and create an atmosphere of
acceptance so that military families
know that their CBF congregation
can be a place to get the help they
need.

CareForTheTroops has devel-
oped a number of programs and
initiatives designed to address the
wide range of issues being faced by
veterans and their families. There

is a higher incidence of Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) and the physical

and mental effects of Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) than in any previous war. The

2008 Department of Defense (DOD) Mental Health Advisory Team (MHAT)
...the range of those who study revealed that PTSD and major depression are highest among those in the

are being affected and Army and Marines, and among service members from all the services who are no

longer on active duty. Georgia’s military has a large number of Marines and Army
installations. Nearly fifty-four percent of those deployed have been from the
Reserves and National Guard—Georgia is the sixth largest National Guard state.
There are high numbers of incidences of extended family issues ranging from

may need your help:
spouses, daughters and sons,
moms, dads, grandparents,

siblings, best friends, secondary PTSD, abuse, addiction, marital problems, and children with anxiety,
or any other extended depression, and grief, to name a few. Additionally, sexual trauma is running at
family member! sixteen-to-twenty-three percent. CFTT activities are designed with a focus on

mental health professionals, congregations, and community organizations that
are where people in need will most likely make contact when help is needed.
These capabilities are depicted in the pictures above.

CareForTheTroops got started in 2009 by Robert Certain, who is a former
Vietnam POW and a retired Air Force Chaplain. He himself suffered from PTSD.
The inspiration for CFTT resulted from his question, What can we do to reduce
the time it takes for the current veterans to get the help they need? Certain is a
member of the DOD Health Advisory Board, the recently completed (summer
2010) President’s Task Force on Suicide Prevention, and the newly formed (by
Secretaries Gates, Sebelius, and Shinseki) National Action Alliance for Suicide
Prevention. The executive director is Peter McCall. He is a 1970 graduate of the
US Military Academy, has served nine years in the Army on active duty and in the
Reserves, and has recently retired from IBM.

CFTT is a grass-roots effort that needs your help to make its work become all
it can be. Please consider starting or enhancing a Military Ministry in your CBF
congregation and becoming a Veteran Friendly Congregation (VFC). If you are
interested in working with CareForTheTroops in any capacity, contact us at
cftt.hq@gmail.com. Visit the CFTT website at www.careforthetroops.org/

Peter McCall, e'xecutive director about_programs.php.
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In Jesus’Name: Daring to Seek Justice mccrcoonson

he local church is pulled in
many directions. Members
need comfort in times of
crisis; expenses must be paid
and buildings maintained. There are
traditions to be honored, classes to
be taught, activities to be planned,
and fellowship to be nurtured. We
are called to celebrate God’s presence
through worship and to proclaim in
the world the way of our Lord. We are
also called to express God’s love in
outreach and service to the poor, pris-
oners, sick and broken-hearted, and
victims of oppression. We are even
called, as followers of the Jesus-way, to
invite into community those who have
been excluded. All of that makes for a
pretty heavy potential workload as we
program plan in our local church.

But do these acts of worship,
proclamation, hospitality, and com-
passionate service really make much
difference in the world? We offer
sandwiches and coffee. But the ranks
of the poor increase. We sometimes
counsel and pray with young teens
who want to run away from abusive
homes. But Georgia continues to be
a leading state for the sexual traf-
ficking of children, who even when
they are found get sent to juvenile
detention centers. We offer tutoring
programs for a few children who are
having trouble in school. But a large
portion of our state budget funds the
building and operation of prisons. To
paraphrase an old adage, we give out a
lot of fish, and sometimes even teach a
few folk to fish. Frequently the condi-
tions in the real world are just not
good for productive fishing.

One of the more effective things
we can do about poverty, oppression,
violence, and exclusion in our world is
something that we frequently shy away
from in the church. The conditions
that often lead to pain and despair are
simply the result of the way rules and
traditions are structured in our society.

As citizens, we are all part of the social
and political processes through which
those traditions and public policies are
either affirmed or changed.

Around the world, political debate
frequently revolves around competing
special interests, with the participants
thinking, What is best for ME? What
if Christians were among a brave
group who advocated for policies that
would be best for the common good of
everyone, especially for those illusive
“neighbors” we are called to love?

Do we dare talk about public policy
and social ethics “in the church”?
Isn't it better to just let the world do
its own thing and restrict our talk
in church to matters of our personal
spiritual lives? But what better place
than the church to talk about God’s
dream for his world, in addition to
our responsibility as disciples to help
create conditions that will reduce
the pain and despair experienced
by so many of those God loves! The
writer of Proverbs tells of a Hebrew
mother’s giving advice to her son,
the king. “Speak out for those who
cannot speak, for the rights of all the
destitute. Speak out, judge righteously,
defend the rights of the poor and
needy” (31:8-9).

As Baptists, there are a couple of
principles that frame the way we
engage in advocacy on matters of
public policy. The first is the consti-
tutional principle in our nation that
religion is protected from interference
by government, and at the same time,
is not favored by government. We have
the privilege and the responsibility as
Christians to offer the stewardship
of our citizenship, engaging actively
in public policy debate, and doing
so from the perspective of our faith.
Of course, each of us may not have
the same understanding with regard
to any specific policy issue. That is
the genius of our Baptist polity. We
cherish the principle of “liberty of
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conscience” and the
right of each Baptist
to sort out the lessons
of scripture about
how our faith applies
to life in the world.

Over the centu-
ries Baptists have
not been passive observers of public
policy. We have frequently been an
activist people in efforts to resist evil
and to seek more just conditions in
our world. Baptists like Helen Barrett
Montgomery, Walter Rauschenbusch,
T.B. Maston, Clarence Jordan, Henlee
Barnette, Martin Luther King, Jr., and
Foy Valentine are among many who
have led the way in seeking not just
the redemption of individuals, but also
of the structural conditions that create
much of the poverty, pain, violence,
and exclusion in our communities and
world.

So is there a role for a local Baptist
church in seeking justice in our world?
Here are things that some congrega-
tions have done to get started:

—Form a study group to learn and
dialogue about public policy issues
and what contributions could be
made through our faith perspective.
Excellent study resources are available.

—Stay informed on the social eth-

ics challenges of our own time and
place. Many online blogs and services
are available. For starters, consider
http://www.ethicsdaily.com, published
by the Baptist Center for Ethics, the
theologically conservative http://
www.esa-online.org, published by
Evangelicals for Social Action, and
the New Evangelical Partnership for
the Common Good at http://www.
newevangelicalpartnership.org/.

—Connect with other congregations
in your community, and with Baptist
congregations around our state, to
share insights and work together. If

Continues to page 11.




Lyd ia’S H O U Se KRISTOPHER AARON

oing ministry creatively is both a wonderfully
challenging and uniquely collaborative effort.
And creative ministry is what we seek to do here
at Park Avenue Baptist Church. In 2006 the
pastor, Tony Lankford, and several members of the congre-
gation began looking for ways to be the presence of Christ
in southeast Atlanta. After talking with several downtown
ministry partners, it was discovered that there was a gap
in services being provided. Numerous mission groups were
coming to serve in Atlanta, but these groups were spending
large amounts of money on hotels downtown. There was
no housing available for these groups, and being a church
with ample space, Park Avenue sought to think creatively
about our Kingdom impact in the city. Out of this need for
affordable housing, Lydia’s House was born, named after
the woman who provided housing to those doing ministry
in Philippi (Acts 16).

Since the ministry began four and a half years ago,

been logged by groups staying in Lydia’s House. Looking

to strengthen the ministry, Park Avenue hired a ministry
resident to live in Lydia’s House and to serve as a contact.
Our current Lydia’s House director, Henra Chennault, is a
student at Mercer University’s McAfee School of Theology
studying urban ministry. Seeking to live out his call in
practical ways, Henra connects with various mission groups
that need housing during their stay in Atlanta. Along with
mission groups that come throughout the year, Lydia’s
House also hosts YouthWorks camps during the summer.
From the camps alone, we have around five hundred high
school youth stay in Lydia’s House each summer. Being
blessed with urban space, Park Avenue has sought to bless
others. If you are looking to do mission work in the Atlanta
area and need a place to stay, please give us a call.

Kristopher Aaron is the associate pastor of Park Avenue

Baptist Church, Atlanta, and a third year student at Mercer
University’s McAfee School of Theology. If you would like to
learn more about Lydia’s House, visit www.parkavebaptist.
com. If you would like to stay at Lydia’s House, please contact
Henra Chennault at Henra5@yahoo.com or 404-627-2175.

over thirty-five thousand hours of ministry service have

Mary Martha Class at FBC Forsyth cacaum

hen I first started teach-

ing the Mary Martha

class at FBC Forsyth, the

curriculum was pre-
printed Sunday School material. Some
members read a little bit, while others
have no reading skills. Most of the
students live in the Developmentally
Disabled Ministries (DDM) group
house in Forsyth. Other members with
disabilities are welcomed from the
community. Their disabilities are both
physical and mental. They are eager to
learn and love to listen to me read to
them from the Bible.

Fairly quickly I realized they were
not really learning anything and could
not remember from one Sunday to the
next what was taught. Almost on a
whim, I asked them if they liked their
Sunday School books. In unison they
said, “No.” They did not understand
the material. Paradoxically it had
cartoon figures that they felt were
condescending and more for children
than adults. When I told them I would
come up with something else, [ had no

idea how little material is written for
developmentally disabled adults. The
only solution [ was comfortable with
was writing my own lessons. Each
class would be part of a six to eight
lesson unit.

We cover subjects on individual
books of the Bible, Old Testament
Bible stories, parables of Jesus, heaven,
and sometimes a practical topic like
emotions. I try to gear the lessons
to what is relevant to their lives and
circumstances. During the holidays of
Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Easter,
we always do seasonal topics. Each
lesson is supported by a Bible reading
that I usually use to open the class.
Class members are very proud of
themselves when they correctly answer
a question, so I usually ask questions
several times during a class and word
them a little differently each time so
that everyone has a good opportunity
to participate. For example, I might
ask, “Did Joseph love his brothers?
How did Joseph feel about his broth-
ers? Did Joseph’s brothers have his
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best interest at heart?” and, “Did
Joseph'’s brothers care about him?”

Writing the material allows the
class to be more geared toward its
members. Allowing them to use the
skills they do have is important. One
student is shy and so seldom talks dur-
ing the class. Since we open the class
with a prayer, I decided she would be
the one to give the opening prayer. She
panicked. I encouraged her by saying
that it did not really matter what the
prayer was and that she could say
one she already knew. She smiled and
began the class that day and every
Sunday thereafter with “God is great,
God is good.” Obviously you have
to maintain a sense of humor. The
regular class members now do not
think anything of it, but newcomers
are always surprised!

Gail Quinn is a member of FBC Forsyth.
She has four grown children and a three-
year-old granddaughter and lives in a

house that is over one hundred years old.
Her email address is gleequinn@gmail.com.




Participating Churches
FBC Carrollton
FBC Commerce
FBC Macon
FBC Morrow
Heritage Baptist Fellowship, Canton

Johns Creek Baptist Church,
Alpharetta

Madison Baptist Church

ReC h a rg e a H u g e S u Cce S S Milledge Avenue Baptist Church, Athens

NIKKI HARDEMAN  nikhardeman@gmail.com Northside Drive Baptist Church, Atlanta
Parkway Baptist Church, Duluth

eCharge 2010 was a huge success! Hosted by CBF/GA, the event was Smoke Rise Baptist Church,
held at the Woodland Christian Camp and Retreat Center in Temple Stone Mountain
on October 1-3. We were excited to have over 265 people participate in
the event. The theme was Messy Spirituality, and the speaker was Austin
Fischer, college minister at Harris Creek Baptist Church, Waco, TX.

8

. . .. . . Breakout Sessions
Austin spoke about about how, sometimes, living the life of faith can be hard

. iy s . . Body Prayer, Doug Adkins
and messy, but that ultimately it is a fulfilling and important endeavor. He related

Chapped Lips, Grimy Hands,

well to the students, and many seemed to respond positively to his message. and Grocery Store Feet:
Clemency, a band out of Nashville, TN, did a great job of leading worship for the The Messiness of Micah 6:8,
weekend. They incorporated both contemporary praise songs, as wells as hymns. Jody Long
Cyber Spirituality:
On Saturday the students participated in a variety of breakout sessions where The Many “Faces” of Facebook,

they engaged in learning new and old ways of living out their faith, even when Kristy Eggert
it is not an easy thing to do. The day ended with making s’'mores by a campfire. Dear Diary: Journaling

as a Spiritual Practice,

The students participated in silly games before going to their final worship service
together on Sunday morning.

Brian Edwards
Different Images of God, Matt Pogue
Discipline Isn’t a Dirty Word, Jim Walls

Dorms Are Just Messy,
Kathryn Scruggs and Rachel Sloan

Finger Painted Faith, Anna Knippel

Imaginative Prayer: A Creative Look
at the “How, What, When, Where,
and Why” of Prayer, Ryan Wilson

Inner Peace: Is It Even Possible?
Zachery Bay

It’s Your Call, Erin and Jake Hall

Lectio Divina: It Isn’t Just a Weird Word,
It's a Way to Express Yourself,
Ragan Deal

Living Simply, Eric Cain

“Mirror, Mirror, on the Wall...”:
Seeing What God Sees, Sarah Holick

Mountains and Valleys: Charting Our
Spiritual Journeys, Carson Foushee

My Life Is Average, Megan Lester

Play That Funky Music!
Courtney Gibson

Poker Face, Noelle Spears

Praying Outside the Lines,
Lindsey Richardson

World Crosses, Mark Sauls
Youth Group 101, Laura Wheeler

www.cbfga.org
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Fall General Assembly in Pictures

1. Members of Highlands Hill Baptist Church, Macon,

greet attendees. CareForTheTroops.

2. Frank and Susan Broome present Malkhaz
Songulashvili with a photo of the Georgian
chalice given to Louie D. Newton in 1946 by the
First Baptist Church in Moscow.

3. Children’s ministers converse in their network Advocate lunch.

meeting.

5. Mike Queen, pastor of FBC Wilmington, NC,
speaks with an attendee during the Sunday
evening dessert reception.

6. Attendees fellowship and eat during the CBF/GA

4, Peter McCall leads the breakout on

to
Highland Hills Baptist Church,
speakers, leaders, and participants
who made Fall General Assembly
a wonderful time together!

Offering for Global Missions (Continued from page 2.)

CBF’s ministries worldwide.

 Use the international bulletin insert one week in worship
and the North American bulletin insert the next.

 Using online resources at www.thefellowship.info/ogm,
select an appropriate drama, children’s sermon, litany,
missions moment, etc., based on the time of year (Advent,
Lent, other).

» Show both the international and North American video
segments from the DVD. If time is limited, show the five
minute video that combines both stories.

Combined Because many of the churches affiliated with CBF
are aligned with multiple Baptist bodies, many churches
promote the CBF Offering along with other agencies’ mis-
sions offerings. Here are some suggestions on using this
material in a combined appeal.

* In a multi-week campaign, assign each missions agency

a week. Invite a speaker from that agency and utilize that
agency’s bulletin insert, Offering envelopes, and video
materials that week.

» Have a Sunday missions fair and worship service dedicated
to your church’s commitment to missions. Each agency

_ e
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could have a display in the missions fair and a speaker dur-
ing worship.

» Use an approach similar to the seasonal appeal, but pro-
mote one agency during one season and the other agency at
another time.

« Utilize the promotional materials from each agency,
distribute each agency’s offering envelopes, and let church
members decide how to designate their gifts.

 Designate specific bulletin boards or display areas in the
church for each missions agency to promote their ministries
year round.

 Use the customizable bulletin insert available online. This
insert features the theme Embrace the World and a mis-
sions story. It asks church members to “Give to Missions”
but does not include a CBF logo or other CBF reference.
There is space for your church to include information
related to the Offering. Collect for missions and divide

the total offering between CBF Global Missions and other
missions agencies.

For CBF Offering promotion consultations, contact Lance
Wallace at lwallace@thefellowship.info or 770-220-1641.



OPPORTUNITIES, NEWS, & REPORTS

Churchworks Conference

Churchworks will be at FBC Decatur from Monday-Wednesday, February 21-23.
Whether you serve in a traditional church setting or create aspects of church in
non-traditional settings, come for a time of networking, renewal, fellowship, and
learning. The event is designed for young leaders and Christian educators of all
ages. Join Churchworks for non-conventional training led by Allison Gilmore
from DuMore Improv. Cost is $90 ($40 for students at partner theological
schools). For more information, visit www.thefellowship.info/churchworks.

Save the Date!

CBF/GA’s second annual Senior
Celebration will be held in Macon
on Monday, April 4, and in Atlanta
on Tuesday, April 5. Carolyn
Weatherford Crumpler will be the
keynote speaker. Keep watching for
more details.

Reference and Referral

POSITION OPEN FOR CHILDREN/

YOUTH COORDINATOR Fellowship Baptist Church, Fitzgerald, is looking for a
part-time children/youth coordinator for planning and leading age-appropriate
activities and participating in worship. For more information, contact Miriam
Reeves at emreeves@windstream.net or 229-423-9423.

POSITION OPEN FOR PASTOR FBC Henderson, NC (www.fbchenderson.net), a
CBE-affiliated church of three hundred weekly worshippers, seeks a senior pastor
to lead an outstanding staff and congregation.

FBC Henderson, NG, is a healthy church with an exceptional music minis-
try, a strong youth program, and a long tradition of loving our ministers. The
congregation seeks a pastor who is gifted in worship planning, preaching, and
teaching and who shares its vision for outreach and missions. Its worship style
is traditional and liturgical and affirms both men and women in all leadership
capacities.

Candidates with an earned doctorate degree from an accredited seminary and
five or more years of senior minister experience are preferred. Send resumes and
references by February 1, to rkclaw@embargmail.com or Bob Catherwood, PO Box
1662, Henderson, NC 27536.

In Jesus’ Name (Continued from page 7.)

you would like to join a network here in Georgia, send me an email.

From Genesis to Revelation, our scripture resonates with the language of
God’s dream for justice and righteousness in his world. Jesus expressed it as “the
kingdom of God...on earth, as in heaven.” Perhaps every congregation of disciples
will want to prayerfully consider how it should join God in seeking justice in the
world.

Cooperative Baptist Fellowship
of Georgia
P.O.Box 4343, Macon, GA 31208-4343
phone 478-742-1191 - fax 478-742-6150
toll free phone 1-877-336-6426
toll free fax 1-877-336-6425
website www.cbfga.org

CBF/GA Staff

Coordinator « E. Frank Broome
fbroome@cbfga.org

Associate Coordinator » Laura Wheeler
Iwheeler@cbfga.org

Senior Assistant for Finance and
Administration * Suzanne Powell
spowell@cbfga.org

Assistant for Communication and Resources
ElizaBeth Copeland - ecopeland@cbfga.org

Administrative Assistant » Aimee Day
aday@cbfga.org

CBF/GA Coordinating Council
Moderator « Mimi Walker, Atlanta
Moderator-Elect « Jimmy Gentry, Carrollton
Past-Moderator * Greg DeLoach, Augusta
Treasurer * Jim Bruner, Macon
Finance Chair » Henry Tyson, Fitzgerald
Stan Braley, Macon
Gwen Brown, Grayson
Bob Browning, Stone Mountain
Don Callaway, Moultrie
Hannah Coe, Athens
Adair Cox, Rome
Tom Durrett, Gainesville
Brian Edwards, Carrollton
Mike Hendley, St.Simons
Tom Hill, Alpharetta
Kim Jenkins, Columbus
Tricia Kilgore, Savannah
Melissa Kremer, Rome
Joyce McCartney, Griffin
Susan Mullis, Summerville
Barrett Owen, Fayetteville
Joanne Owens, Rome
Bob Patterson, Warm Springs
Lee Ritchie, Commerce
Mike Ruffin, Fitzgerald
Randy Shepley, Tucker
Robin Spivey, Marietta
Philip Vestal, Harlem
Missy Ward, Atlanta
Richard West, Edison
John Woodruff, Tifton

CBF/National Coordinating Council
Georgia Members
Renée Bennett, Macon
Susan Broome, Macon
Greg Deloach, Augusta
Ron McClung, Haddock
Stephanie McLeskey, Athens
Darrell Watson, Forsyth

VISIONS is published six times a year
by CBF/GA. All questions and comments
may be directed to
ElizaBeth Copeland, 478-742-1191, ext. 23,

Mickey Goodson is the team leader of the Faith and Justice Team at FBC Decatur. His
email address is mgoodson@midspring.com.
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or ecopeland@cbfga.org.
FINANCIAL UPDATE
Budget Receipts as of 10-31-2010
Year to Date.....eeeereeeeeseeennn. $425,923.84
Requirement......ccccccuusereeeerene. $437,979.42
OVer/UNnder..eeeeerrsinnns $ 12,055.58

October Contributions.......... $ 31,312.80
October Requirement....... $ 43,798.00
Over/UNder....eeenseessennne $ 12,485.20
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CBF/GA ... enabling the people of God who are committed to historic Baptist principles to carry out the Great Commission
under the Lordship of Jesus Christ in a fellowship where every Christian has the freedom
and the responsibility to exercise God's gift and calling.




